[Methodology for controlling healthy worker effect on coal miners' mortality].
This paper reports how to control the healthy worker effect (HWE) in a mortality study of coal miners. We used four methods, namely (1) age-specific corrective coefficient, (2) proportional mortality ratio (PMR), (3) corrective standarized mortality ratio (CSMR), and (4) a control group composed of factory workers. The results showed that all these methods could control HWE, and the total mortality in the coal miner group was significantly higher than that of the general population group (P < 0.05). However, the best way for controlling HWE awaits further studies.